CURRICULUM VITAE
Jacques de BAENST

	Ambassador(ret.) of H.M. the King of the Belgians,

Hon. DirectorGeneral of the European Commission,

Former Chief of Protocol of the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (1994-1998)
Former Chief of Protocol of the European Commission (1998-2010).
Born May 27, 1945 in Uccle (Belgium).

Married, three children and five grand-children

Private address :
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Occupation since retirement in 2010 : 
· Lecturer on Protocol related matters :

· Visiting professor at the Collège d’Europe (Bruges) since 2011
· Professor at the International School of Protocol and Diplomacy(Brussels) since 2010
· Professor at the Diplomatic Academy of Yerevan (Armenia)since 2011
· Lecturer at the European Parliament (Brussels) since 2011
· Lectures at the Dubai School of Government (January 2013)

· Lecturer at the Diplomatic Institute of Muscat (Oman) (May 2013)
· Advisor on protocol matters of the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs during the Belgian presidency of the EU (second half of 2010)

· Chief of Protocol of the OECD for the events marking its 50th anniversary (May 2011).

· President of three endowment funds at the King Baudouin Foundation

· Member of the board and of the Executive Committee of the “Alliance française Bruxelles-Europe”.

Career :

a.
European Commission

· Honorary Director General, June 1st, 2010

· Head of the Protocol Service (Director at the Secretariat General of the Commission) March 2002 – May 2010,

-
Director of the Protocol and Security Service March 1999 – March 2002.

-
Head of Protocol since September 1, 1998.

b.
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belgium
-
Ambassador of H.M. the King of the Belgians, Head of Protocol and Director of the Directorate for Protocol, Orders and Nobility of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belgium (July 1994-August 31, 1998).

-
Ambassador - Head of the European Community Monitor Mission (ECMM) in former Yugoslavia, July 1993-January 1994.

-
Deputy Chief of mission, Embassy of Belgium, THE HAGUE (NL)(1989-1993).

-
Consul General of Belgium in ATLANTA, for the South East of the USA (1986-1989).

-
Counsellor, then Deputy Permanent Representative of Belgium at the OECD, PARIS (1982-1986).

-
Deputy Spokesman of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Brussels (1980-1982).

-
First Secretary, Embassy of Belgium, PRAGUE (1977-1980).

-
Attaché, Embassy of Belgium in KINSHASA (1972-1976).

-
Laureate of the diplomatic exam in 1971 and admitted to the Belgian diplomatic service in November 1971.

c.
Academic

Assistant professor at the "Institut Catholique des Hautes Etudes Commerciales" (ICHEC), BRUSSELS (1969-1971).

Degree :
-
M.A. in Commercial and Consular Sciences, with honours, ICHEC, BRUSSELS, 1967.

Military situation :

-
Hon. Reserve Captain-Commander, Logistic branch, Belgian Army.

Lectures, conferences and seminars or meetings related to diplomacy and protocol: 
· Member of the organising committee of the first (Oviedo - 1995) and second (Sevilla - 1997) International Congress of Protocol with lectures on the Belgian protocol and its specificity;

· Lecture on the European protocol at the Cursos de Verano 2000 of the Universitad Complutense of Madrid 

· Lecture on the European protocol at the VIII National Days on Protocol (Madrid, 2002)

· Seminars on protocol for officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Poland (2001), of the Delegation of the EU in Moscow (October 2009) and of the Commission of the African Union in Addis-Ababa (October 2009)
· Lectures on "Protocol in the EU" and on "the Impact of the Treaty of Lisbon on institutional protocol" at the International School for Diplomacy and Protocol in Brussels (September 2010)

· Training for Liaison Officers of the Belgian presidency of the EU at Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (2010)
· Lecture on Protocol and Diplomacy for the members of the professional association COBATY (2010)

· Numerous lectures (5 to 6 per year) on privileges and immunities and on etiquette for officials of the European Commission (1997 -2010)and of the European Parliament (2011);

· Lectures on etiquette and protocol at the International School of Protocol and Diplomacy- Brussels (2011)

· Participant to the meetings of the European Working group on Protocol Affairs (1994-2010)
· Member of the inter-institutional working group on protocol of the European Institutions (1998-2010)
Some other activities:

Between 1994 and 2010
· Advisor to the President and the members of the European Commission on protocol and related matters (1998 – 2010);

· Organisation of numerous State, official and working visits to Belgium and to the European Commission between 1994 and 2010;

· Organisation of conferences, seminars and meetings for the Belgian and the European authorities and co-organisation with most of the main international organisations (1994- 2010);

· Many opinions and clarifications on points of diplomatic law and on the interpretation of the Convention of Vienna on diplomatic relations;

· Agreement procedures for over 300 ambassadors;
· Member of the European Commission advisory group on decorations and gifts. 

Prize : 

· 2002 : Grand Prize “IV Premio Internacional de Protocolo” presented by Mr. Gil Robles y Gil Delgado, former President and member of the European Parliament, President of the jury. This price is organised by the International School for Protocol (Madrid) and the Spanish National Association of Protocol.

Decorations :

a
Belgian decorations

-
Grand Officer of the Order of Leopold II

-
Commander of the Order of Leopold

-
Commander of the Order of the Crown

-
Civic Cross first class

b
Foreign decorations
-
Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Italian Republic

-
Grand Cross of the Order of Bernardo O'Higgins (Chile)

-
Knight Commander with star of the Order of St Gregory the Great (Holy See)

· Grand Officer of the Order of Isabela la Catolica (Spain)

-
Grand Officer of the Order of Orange Nassau (Netherlands)

-
Grand Officer of the Order of Merit of the German Republic

-
Grand Officer of the Order of Merit of the Austrian Republic

-
Grand Officer of the Order of the White Rose of Finland

-
Grand Officer of the Order of Merit of Norway

-
Grand Officer of the Order "Pro Merito Melitensi" (Sovereign Order of Malta)

-
Officer of the Order of Christ (Portugal)

-
Officer of the Order of the Equatorial Star (Gabon)

-
Knight of the Order of Leopard (Zaire)

