

Professional Profile - summary

A successful expert with more than 20 years of experience in International Trade Relations, launched from a high achieving academic background, strategically gained by a Law Degree and complementary postgraduate studies of Public Administration, Public Finance and International Affairs (Masters) from prestigious schools in Mexico and France.  

As a long-standing key member of the reputable Mexican diplomatic team in charge of trade negotiations, he consolidated his first-hand expertise in the political, legal and economic complexities of trade issues at both global and regional levels, including those related with Europe and the Americas. His contribution is centered on a highly perceptive and strategic mindset, coupled with a sound technical training and flexible thinking across a wide range of trade issues.
Multi-lingual (Spanish, English, French) with cross cultural exposure and understanding, he combines his academic and professional background with persuasive interpersonal and communication skills, supplemented by an excellent network of stakeholders. With a string ability to always see a bigger picture, he is able to deliver positive outcomes on all projects.

- Skills: International trade, trade diplomacy, trade negotiations, trade facilitation, international relations, public affairs, regulatory affairs, foreign policy, international cooperation, strategic analysis, issue management, strategic communication, project management, World Trade Organization (WTO), European Union (EU), Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)
Work Experience
Since Oct 13 – Vrije Universiteit Brussel (VUB) – Doctoral Researcher at the Centre for Economic Law & Governance – Brussels, Belgium
· Invited as senior researcher at the VUB’s Centre for Economic Law & Governance, to provide his expertise on international and regional trade law and policies, with the aim to enrich high-level courses and doctoral research, and to promote new challenging academic projects.
Apr 08- Jun 13 – Mission of Mexico to the EU – Minister, Head of the Trade Section – Representative of the Mexican Ministry of the Economy – Brussels, Belgium
· More than 20 years of experience as a strong member and policy expert on the internationally recognized Mexican trade negotiation team. Consolidated the effective compliance and management of the EU-Mexico FTA. 
· Practical knowledge of the multilateral trade system, coupled with an in-depth understanding of the EU laws, policies and decision making processes, encompassing its foreign relations with Mexico and Latin-America.

· A strong reputation for combining a wide systemic view and precise analytical skills with an ability to effectively manage core trade aspects (market access for goods, services and investment) and trade related issues (customs procedures, regulatory measures, and intellectual property rights, among others) as well as other matters influencing international business (social and labour issues, environmental policies, consumer protection, etc.).
· Responsible for the provision of precise and timely trade intelligence analysis, anticipating trade implications across multiple sectors, and effectively instigating the appropriate initiatives and measures to protect and promote Mexico’s trade interests in Europe.

· Effective at preventing and managing conflicting interests, forming partnerships and maintaining participant engagement to secure the best possible conditions. Strong stakeholder network within the European stage.
Oct 98 – Apr 08 – Ministry of the Economy of Mexico – Director for the European Union – Mexico City

· Consolidating sound negotiation experience gained in Europe, appointed to Director for the European Union to champion and promote Mexico’s interest in a wide range of trade issues and cooperation programs with Europe.

Jun 94 – Oct 98 – Mission of Mexico to the EU – Economic-Trade Counsellor (Trade Section) – Representative Office of the Mexican Ministry of the Economy – Brussels, Belgium

· Appointed to reinforce the Mexican negotiation team in Brussels for the new and challenging trade negotiations with the EU, capitalizing on the four years of the effective negotiation experience with North America, enhanced by valuable European academic experience and outlook.
Jun 90 – Jun 94 - Ministry of Trade and Industry of Mexico (currently Ministry of the Economy) – Advisor and Chief of Staff of the Deputy Chief Negotiator (NAFTA Office, currently Vice-ministry of Foreign Trade) - Mexico City
· Invited to join as advisor in the Mexican team in charge of negotiating the North American Trade Agreement (NAFTA), based on strong academic achievements, and rapidly promoted as Chief of Staff of the Deputy Chief Negotiator. Successfully managed organizational throughput of high numbers of complex and diverse trade issues.

Mar 89 – Sep 89 – European Commission – Stagiaire – DG for Economic and Financial Affairs - Brussels
· Successful completion of the EC world wide selection contest, based on high achieving academic background and research work on the development of the EC economic and trade relations with Latin-America and Mexico.
Jun 82 – May 85 – Ministry of Finance of Mexico – Legal Advisor – Mexico City

· Succeed the National selection contest to participate in the prestigious training course of the Mexican Ministry of Finance, achieved the top academic performer and awarded the official status of Lawyer of the Tax Department. Rapidly promoted as Legal Advisor in the Budget Department.
Education

2004 - 2007
Master in International Studies: Instituto Tecnológico de Monterrey (Mexico City)

Average grade: 94% (among the top in class)
1987 - 1988
Master studies (DEA) in International Economic Law: Université de Paris I Sorbonne (France)
1986 - 1987
Master (DSU) in Public Finance: Université de Paris II Panthéon (France)

Scholarship from the French Government (awarded by top academic performance)

1985 - 1986
Master (DESS) in Fiscal Administration: Université de Paris IX Dauphine (France)

Scholarship from the French Government (awarded by top academic performance)

1985 - 1986
Postgraduate in Public Administration: Institut International d’Administration Publique (France)

Scholarship from the French Government (awarded by worldwide selection contest)
1981 - 1982
Bachelor’s studies in Politic Sciences and Public Administration: Universidad Autónoma

de Nuevo León (Monterrey, México)
1976 - 1981
Bachelor’s Degree in Law: Universidad Autónoma de Nuevo León (Monterrey, México)

Average grade: 93.9% (Top performer)

Languages

English & French: Fluent
Spanish: Mother tongue
Italian: Basic

Further information
Conference speaker, Seminars leader, Round tables’ facilitator, Universities lecturing
Interests: Travelling, Hiking, Yoga, Scuba diving, Team sports
Roberto REYES BARRERA


Location : Brussels ; Blegium


Mobile:	(+32) 484 08 07 17  -   Email : roberto.reyes.barrera@gmail.com
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