Curriculum Vitae

Lode Willems
Honorary Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador

External & Governmental Affairs Adviser to the CEO and COO, BNP Paribas Fortis
Born 6 April 1948 in Etterbeek, Belgium

Married to Lindsay Edwards, 4 children 

Degree in Political Science and International Relations, VUB, 1971

MA Political Science,Yale University, 1975
1976:
Entered diplomatic service
1977:
International Atomic Energy Agency, Vienna

1977-81:
Advisor to Deputy Prime Minister & Minister for Economic Affairs

1981-85:
Deputy Secretary General, Benelux Economic Union

1985-88:
Political Counselor, Embassy of Belgium in Kinshasa

1988-91:
Advisor to Deputy Prime Minister & Minister for Economic Affairs

1991-92:
Deputy Permanent Representative of Belgium to the EC

1992-94:
Chief of Cabinet to Minister of Foreign Affairs

1994-97:
Ambassador, Permanent Representative to the UN and WTO, Geneva

1997-2002:
Ambassador in London

2002-2006: 
Ambassador in Berlin (till September)
2006- 2012
Director of External & Governmental Affairs, Fortis (BNP Paribas Fortis as from May 2009)
2013 -…
Adviser to the CEO and COO of BNP Paribas Fortis.


Co-Founder and CEO of “EDWARDS & WILLEMS”, specialised in economic and corporate diplomacy and translations

MANDATES

Chairman of the International Relations Commission of the Federation of Enterprises in Belgium (FEB/VBO)

Director BASF Antwerpen NV
Director Flanders Festival Brussels-Europe
Co-Chairman Belgo-British Conference
DECORATIONS

Grand-Officier de l’Ordre de Léopold II

Commandeur de l’Ordre de Léopold

Grosse Bundesverdienstkreuz mit Stern
